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had said; at least lie was sure he would not, when
he had told him. So he gave him the whole story
at large as I have told it you, with a great many
more particulars.

Well, says the doctor, you see there are good
and beneficent spirits in being, who are willing to
relieve and extricate us out of difficulties, at least
by their good counsel and advice; and if thou
hadst had courage and patience to have heard it,
no doubt you would have had all your doubts ex-
plained, and your questions answered, and would
have had no need to come to me: but the Devil,
who you say stood behind, and who afterwards ap-
peared terrible and frightful to you, prevented your
accepting the good counsel, and the answers which
you would have had from the first appearance:
and as for my appearing to you, depend upon it
your imagination supplied that part, for I have not
stirred out from home all night; besides, a good
spirit might assume a shape and appearance like
me, that it might be more familiar to you.

But, sir, says the young man, what must I do
now ? if I have rejected this good offer, it may be
the same good spirit will not now resolve me, or do
anything for me.

Perhaps it may, says the doctor, or perhaps I
may obtain a resolution for you ; are you willing to
stay with me now, by daylight ?

Ay sir, with all my heart; I'll wait all day, and
all night too now, if you please ; for I am satisfied
now, that you will do me no hurt.

In short, the fellow's case was thus f(take it in my
friend's own words again ;) He was desperately in
love with a young gentlewoman in the country, had
courted her a long time, and gained her goodwill
so far at last, that they had agreed to be married;
but on a sudden, some other object had presented
to her friends, who had a better estate than this